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Pondick’s compelling sculptures probe the
psyche’s repressed recesses. Riddled with
the anxiety of unresolved conflicts and closely
aligned with Freudian theory, her surreal juxta-
positions of body parts and props delve into the
taboo realms of fetish and fixation.
Although Pondick taps into a universal
angst, her focus is on female sexual develop-

Al once playful and nightmarish, Rona

Rona Pondick, Red Platter, 1993, plastic and
wood, 10% by 19 by 20 inches. Howard Yezerski.

ment. In the floor piece Ne, a pair of little
girl’s shoes sprouts legs made of plaster-
filled baby bottles. No intimates both solace
and shame: the milky bottles imply nurturing,
and the pillow on which the “legs” stand is
soft and inviting, but a large stain seeping
from the shoes suggests a forbidden unclean-
ness, perhaps bed-wetting or menstruation.
No conjures an agonized, childish universe,
where comfort and helplessness are inextrica-
bly entwined.

Red Platter consists of a wooden plate
heaped with a mound of crude, fist-sized
waxy heads, each with only one recognizable
feature: a set of teeth. The warm red tones
suggest heat, and the heads seem to be chatter-
ing or laughing, but in a mad way that is chill-
ing. The objects also suggest apples, the bibli-
cal fruit of knowledge and shame and the
object of Eve’s temptation.

Part of the allure of Pondick’s best images is
their resistance to any easy classification. Red
Platter dredges up utterly unsettling associa-
tions to such diverse phenomena as cannibal-
ism, mass graves, lust, and the expulsion from
Paradise, or perhaps some cosmic joke of the
gods. In short, it manifests Freud’s theory that
the veneer of society barely reins in life’s un-
derlying lack of reason. —Nancy Stapen
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